
 
 

HOW TO INSTALL BASEBOARD 
 

Tips: 
• Prime and paint (or stain and varnish) all sides of the baseboard, including the back, before 
you install it. This will help keep it from warping, and save you time. 
•  Wear appropriate hearing and eye protection when cutting your baseboard. 
•  Using a nail gun saves time and gets better results when installing your baseboard. 
 
Tools Required: 
Table Saw or Circular Saw, Brad Nailer, Miter Saw, Drill, Router, Coping Saw, Utility Knife, 
Crowbar, Laser Level and Standard Level 
 
 
Materials Required:  
Baseboard Molding, Caulk, Paint, Finishing Nails, Wood Glue 

 
 
Overview                                                                                                      
Baseboard molding is a simple way to add instant character to a room. While the installation of 
the baseboard trim itself isn’t hard, the cutting and measuring of the angles can be a bit tricky. 
The process is similar to installing crown molding.  
 
Baseboards are typically composed of three components: cap molding, baseboards and shoe 
molding. You may not need all three components for your project. 
 

• Cap molding fits on top of the baseboards to add an ornamental touch and are optional. 
Cap molding is often used with wainscot paneling or with a chair rail.  

• Baseboards range from 3½- to 6-inches high and are predominantly flat. They form the 
bulk of the baseboard. 

• Shoe molding is another ornamental detail at the bottom of the baseboard. Although 
they are optional, they help complete the look. Shoe molding is used when retrofitting or 
putting down new flooring. 

 

Find the Longest Wall; Cut a Scarf Joint                                                                           
Begin the process by determining your longest wall. If you have a piece of baseboard molding 
that is longer than the actual wall, you can do this first wall with just one baseboard. If this is 
the case, measure carefully and then cut each end of the baseboard at 90 degrees to run 
directly into each side's perpendicular wall.  

If you need two pieces for the first wall, join the two pieces with a scarf joint. A scarf joint 
marries two 45-degree cuts on different boards. If possible, cut and situate the two boards so 
that the scarf joint can be secured to the wall at a stud location. 



Start with two pieces of baseboard that have 90-degree cuts at opposite ends. To create the 
scarf joint in the middle, place the first board in place and mark a 45-degree cut at a stud 
location. Using the miter saw, cut this end of the first board at a 45-degree angle and sand it 
smooth. Don't over sand. Hammer it in place with a few finishing nails, keeping the heads 
exposed. Measure the other board, being very careful to draw exactly the 45-degree cut from 
the board already in place. Cut the end of the second board at the proscribed 45-degree cut 
and fit the two pieces together. If there's a slight bow, re-cut the end of the 90-degree cut.  

If the two baseboards fit snugly together, run a bead of wood glue on the angled joint and push 
them together. Clean off any excess glue. To secure the scarf joint, drive one nail toward the 
top of the base on a raised portion of the profile -- this will make it easier to fill later. Then drive 
the second nail toward the bottom and angle it down into the floor. Finish sinking the other 
exposed nails with a nail set. 

Cut an Inside Corner Joint                                                                                                        
A coped joint is used where the baseboards meet an inside corner joint. To make a coped 
joint, butt one piece of baseboard flush against the wall at a 90-degree angle (as in the 
previous step). Next, lay the other baseboard molding (that will join the one already in place) 
face-down on the floor. Hold a scrap piece of baseboard molding perpendicular to the face-
down board and trace the profile of the baseboard with a pencil. This will give you a reference 
point to make it easier to complete the coped joint.  

Cut along the profile to make a back bevel cut (at least at a 90-degree angle) just short of the 
profile -- about 1/16". Finish taking off the remaining back bevel with your half-round and three-
square files until the piece sits flush against your first piece with no gap. 

Cut Miter Joints for Outside Corners                                                                               
Continue to measure, cut and install the baseboard molding around the room. When you get to 
an outside corner, set the first piece so that it extends past the outside corner; mark it where it 
will meet the other piece of the outside corner by setting your try square or combination square 
against the surface of the wall it meets. Using a miter box or a power miter saw, cut the 
baseboard at a 45-degree angle. Before nailing it in place, mark the second piece the same 
way, and test for fitting. Use 1-1/4" or 1-1/2" brads to close the corner.  

When you encounter the doorway, measure the distance between the door casing and the 
wall. This piece will butt against the door casing with a 90-degree angle cut. 

Fill in the Gaps                                                                                                                       
Use wood filler to fill in holes and gaps in baseboards. Let the wood filler dry completely, then 
lightly sand off excess. Use caulk along the top of baseboards to fill the crack between the 
baseboard and the wall. 

 


