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# FAQ Sheet on Stainable Decorative Corbels with Metal Keyhole on the Back for 
Hanging 

These corbels are typically made from **unfinished solid wood** (such as pine, 
rubberwood, maple, oak, or cherry). They are sanded smooth, ready to stain or paint, 
and feature a pre-installed or routed **metal-reinforced keyhole hanger** (or plate) on 
the back for easy wall mounting. They are primarily decorative or light-duty shelf 
supports. 

### 1. What are stainable decorative corbels with a metal keyhole on the back? 

These are unfinished wooden brackets (corbels) designed for decoration or light 
support, featuring a metal keyhole plate or reinforced slot on the back for simple 
screw-based hanging on walls. 

### 2. What materials are they typically made from? 

High-quality hardwoods like pine, rubberwood, maple, cherry, oak, or alder. They are 
solid wood, sanded smooth, and left unfinished for custom staining or painting. 

### 3. Why do they have a metal keyhole on the back? 

The metal keyhole plate or reinforcement allows easy, flush mounting by hanging the 
corbel on wall screws. It provides a secure hold without visible hardware from the 
front. 

### 4. Are these corbels stainable? 

Yes, they are unfinished and specifically designed to accept stain for a natural wood 
look, or paint for custom colors. 

### 5. How do I stain these corbels? 

Apply oil-based or gel wood stain with a brush or rag, following grain. Wipe excess, let 
dry, then seal with polyurethane or varnish for protection. Test on a scrap first. 

### 6. Can I paint them instead of staining? 

Absolutely. Use latex or oil-based paint after light sanding and priming if desired for 
better adhesion. 

### 7. Are they suitable for outdoor use? Generally no, as natural wood can warp, rot, 
or fade outdoors unless sealed heavily. Opt for treated wood or polyurethane versions 
for exterior. 
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### 8. What is the weight capacity? 

Typically 5-10 lbs per corbel (10-20 lbs per pair for shelving), depending on size and 
mounting. They are decorative/light-duty, not structural. 

### 9. Are they load-bearing or purely decorative? 

Most are decorative or for light shelves. For heavy loads (e.g., countertops), use hard 
mounting or reinforced brackets. 

### 10. How do I install them using the keyhole hanger? 

Mark wall positions, screw into studs (or use anchors), leave screw heads protruding 
slightly, then slide the keyhole over the screws and drop into place. 

### 11. How many keyholes are there per corbel? 

Usually 1 for smaller sizes; 2 or 3 for larger (over 8" depth) for stability. 

### 12. What screw size works with the keyhole? 

Keyhole slots are often 3/16" for the round part; use screws with heads that fit snugly 
(e.g., #8 or #10 pan-head). 

### 13. Do they come with mounting hardware? 

Many include screws and sometimes wall anchors; check product details. 

### 14. Can I install without studs? 

Yes, use heavy-duty drywall anchors rated for the weight. 

### 15. Should I finish (stain/paint) before or after installation? 

Before, for easier application and to avoid masking walls. 

### 16. What sizes are available? 

Common sizes: 5"x3", 8"x5", up to 12"x9" or larger; heights from 5-36 inches in custom 
lines. 

### 17. What styles are common? 

Scroll, acanthus leaf, mission, classic, farmhouse, art deco, and ornate carved 
designs. 

### 18. Can they support shelves? Yes, for light decorative shelves (books, plants). 
Pair them and ensure proper mounting. 

### 19. Common uses? 
Wall decor, shelf brackets, under countertops (light), fireplace mantels, doorway 
accents. 



3 
 

### 20. How do they differ from polyurethane corbels? 

Wood is truly stainable for authentic grain; polyurethane is lighter, moisture-resistant, 
but often painted (gel stain possible). 

### 21. Do they require assembly? 

No, ready to finish and hang; some have removable parts for easier finishing. 

### 22. Can I customize them? 

Many suppliers offer custom sizes, woods, or added keyholes. 

### 23. How do I clean them after installation? 

Dust with soft cloth; for stained, use wood cleaner sparingly. 

### 24. What if the keyhole gets damaged? 

Replace with separate metal keyhole plates (available online). 

### 25. Are they suitable for heavy countertops like granite? 

No, keyhole mounting has limited capacity; use hidden steel supports for heavy loads. 

### 26. How to choose the right size for a shelf? 

Corbel depth should cover at least 70% of shelf overhang; height proportional to 
space. 

### 27. Average price range? 
$10-50 for small pine; $50-200+ for larger carved hardwoods. 

### 28. Can I use them as countertop supports? 
For light overhangs yes; always hard-mount (screws/glue) for added security. 

### 29. Is the keyhole visible from the side? 
No, it's recessed on the back for hidden mounting. 

### 30. How to remove them after hanging? 

Lift up and pull forward to disengage from screws. 

### 31. Are left/right pairs needed? 

Most are symmetrical; some ornate designs sold in mirrored pairs. 

### 32. Tips for even hanging?Use a level, measure from top edge, and mark screw 
positions precisely based on keyhole distances. 

 

American Pro Décor assumes no liability for Improper Installation 
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